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Photo by Colleen Cahill

“Philip said to Nathanael, ‘Come and see.” He did not ask him to accept another’s

testimony, but to behold Christ for himself. Now that Jesus has ascended to heaven,
His disciples are His representatives among men, and one of the most effective ways
of winning souls to Him is in exemplifying His character in our daily life. . . . Men may
combat and defy our logic, they may resist our appeals; but a life of disinterested love
is an argument they cannot gainsay. A consistent life, characterized by the meekness

of Christ, is a power in the world” (The Desire of Ages, pp. 141, 142).
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do you think?

Which of the following do you think has the greatest power
to influence others for Christ? Rank them (1 being the most, 5
being the least) according to the influence you think they have
over others.
____ to have their questions answered in a biblically

clear and coherent manner

to observe joy and contentment in the way

someone else lives their life

to receive help and compassion in a time

of need from a believer with no strings

attached

to discover the truth about Christ through

a quality media form

to be invited to participate in the social

and spiritual activities of a commu-

nity of faith (church, small groups,

socials, etc.)
___ to witness a believer endure faith-

fully through serious trials and still

praise God

Which do you think would compel you

to follow Christ? Why?
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did you
know?

ndrew and John ‘followed’
Jesus in the sense that they
recognized Him to be ‘the
Lamb of God’ (John 1:36, KJV).
Andrew and John were the first
followers. Soon Peter, Philip,
and Nathanael (Bartholomew)
joined them.”
“Nathanael was one of that
small but devout group who
earnestly waited for ‘the con-
solation of Israel” (see on Luke
2:25) and aspired to the high
ideals set before them by God. A
true Israelite was not necessarily a
literal descendant of Abraham, but one
who chose to live in harmony with the will of God
(see Acts 10:34, 35)" (The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 5, pp. 909, 911).
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punch lines

“I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently will find me” (Prov-
erbs 8:17).

“Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He
might send them out to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses
and to cast out demons” (Mark 3:14, 15).

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden

is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me,
and the one who comes to Me | will by no means
cast out. For | have come down from heaven,
not to do My own will, but the will of Him who
sent Me” (John 6:37, 38).

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not say to you
that if you would believe you would see the
glory of God?” (John 11:40).

further

“No sooner is one converted

than there is born within him

a desire to make known to

others what a precious friend he

has found in Jesus” Elien G. White, The
Desire of Ages, p. 141).

“A consistent life, characterized by the
meekness of Christ, is a power in the world”
(Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 142).
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connecting clife

What is the message for you in this week’s
lesson?

Monday
Read Colossians 2:6.

he Key Text from John 1:45, 46 con-

veys the conversation between Philip and
Nathanael about whether Jesus could be the
Messiah. What do you think Philip was certain
about when he said that if Nathanel would just
meet Jesus (come and see) that he would be
compelled to follow? When in your life have
preconceived ideas about a person turned out
to be wrong? When have they been correct?
Whom do you know that models the simple way
in which Andrew and Philip are found bringing
people to Jesus?
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Tuesday
Read Psalm 77:11, 12.
ead the quote from The Desire of Ages
in the Flashlight section of this lesson.
Think about the effectiveness of a person’s
personal story. When have you been touched
by someone’s story about how they came to
know Christ? If you were to tell one story from
your own life about what God has done for you,
what story would you tell? Why?

Kthis week’s reading*

The Desire of Ages (or Humble
Hero), chapter 14.

*Humble Hero is a special adaptation of The Desire of Ages,

created by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get more
information about it at http://www.comerstoneconnections.net
/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companionbooks#. URI
hF1rB09s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read at

least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year. /
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