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“For more than a thousand years the Jewish people had awaited the Savior's

coming. . . . In song and prophecy, in temple rite and household prayer, they had

enshrined His name. And yet at His coming they knew Him not. . . .

“Yet God had chosen Israel. He had called them to preserve among men the knowl-
edge of His law, and of the symbols and prophecies that pointed to the Savior. . . .

They were to reveal God to men” (The Desire of Ages, p. 27).
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do you think?

Do you agree or disagree with these statements?
The Jewish nation and the The Jewish nation and the
SDA Church are similar. SDA Church are different.
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Mark on the continuum where your response to these
statements would fall. Be prepared to explain your
answer.

id you
now?

he Bible contains many
prophecies pertaining to the
coming Messiah, and specifi-
cally to both His first and sec-
ond advents. The first prophecy
is found in Genesis 3:15, speak-
ing not only about Satan’s war against God’s
church, but also the eventual crush-
ing of Satan after the lesser
harm (albeit human death) he
inflicts on Christ.
Adam and Eve believed their
firstborn son would be the Mes-
siah. Every part of the Temple
ritual was a foreshadowing of
Christ. The last chapter of the
Bible ends with the prophecy and
promise of the return of Jesus.
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punch lines

“And He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father
has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”” (Acis 1:7, 8).

“For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord

your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special

treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth”
(Deuteronomy 7:6).

“For | have known him, in order that he may com-
mand his children and his household after him, that
they keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness
and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham
what He has spoken to him” (Genesis 18:19).

“The Lord has made bare His holy arm in

the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of

the earth shall see the salvation of our God”
(Isaiah 52:10).
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further

“So in heaven’s council the

hour for the coming of Christ

had been determined. When the

great clock of time pointed to that

hour, Jesus was born in Bethiehem”
(Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 32).




connecting olife

entered into the heart of man the things which
God has prepared for those who love Him”
(1 Corinthians 2:9)?

Monday
Read 2 Peter 3:9.
ho comprises the heavenly council? If
things on earth are transpiring according
to a metaphorical “great clock of time,” is there
merit to the idea of predestination? Is it possible
we humans can hasten or delay the second
coming of Christ?

Tuesday
Read Hebrews 3:7, 8, 12, 13, 15.
ave you heard people say that the second
coming of Jesus will happen in the distant
future? How can you help someone who has
such a perspective by pointing their attention
to the counsel found in the Bible in light of the
passages listed for today’s reading?
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How do Seventh-day Adventists reveal God to
men and women? Here’s another way to think
about that: When your classmates, friends,
neighbors, coworkers, teachers, police officers,
parents, see you, what is it about God they
also see?
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Wednesday
Read Jeremiah 23:3 and Luke 15:10.
ou're not out here all alone. Someone is K

looking after you or for you as a shepherd this week’s reading*

does his sheep. Does that thought bring you ,
comfort or annoy you? That may depend on Lgioeishlggtg,’;’gggs (Or Humble

where you're at in relation to the rest of the
flock. And the someone could be a Someone or “Humble Hero'is a special adaptation of The Desire of Ages,

created by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get more
others such as a grandparent’ parent, pastor, information about it at http://www.comerstoneconnections.net
teacher, friend. Maybe you're sometimes the Jarticle/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companionbooks#.URI
\ hF1rB0s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read at

least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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