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LESSON 8

CONMECTIONS
AUGUST222020

Photo by Jacqui Janetzko

“God’s purpose that the greatest kingdom in the world should show forth His praise

was now fulfilled. This public proclamation, in which Nebuchadnezzar acknowl-
edged the mercy and goodness and authority of God, was the last act of his life

recorded in sacred history” (Prophets and Kings, p. 521).
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do you think?

Rank the following:

Which person do you think would have the hardest time being hum-
ble (1 hardest, 5 the least)? Why?

____president or leader of a country

___ famous movie star

____champion athlete

____Nobel Peace Prize winner

__ business tycoon

___aperson called by God to do a special work for

Him by serving others

did you
know?

he word “Babylon” means

“the gate of God.” One of the

things Babylon is famous for was

its legendary hanging gardens

during Nebuchadnezzar’s reign.

While no one has any evidence of the

hanging gardens, the folklore de-
scribes gardens that were sus-

pended in such a way that it
looked as if the plants and vines
were virtually floating.
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punch lines

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up
in due time” (1 Peter 5:6, NIV).

“He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the
humble” (Luke 1:52, NIV).

“The Lord . . . planned it, to bring down her pride in all her
splendor and to humble all who are renowned on the earth”
(Isaiah 23:9, NIV).

“For the Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns
the humble with victory” (Psalm 149:4, NIV).

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth” (Matthew 5:5, NIV).

further

“A Christian reveals true

humility by showing the

gentleness of Christ, by being

always ready to help others,

by speaking kind words and

performing unselfish acts, which

elevate and ennoble the most

sacred message that has come to our

world.”—Elien G. White, Christian Experience and
Teachings of Ellen G. White, p. 74
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connecting clife

Tuesday
Read James 1:17.
R ead the Flashlight quote from Prophets
and Kings. Clearly, God’s purpose is not
to break down great kingdoms but simply to get
them to recognize that every good gift comes
from Him! Throughout history, God has blessed
great kings such as Nebuchadnezzar, whether
they are pagan or believers. But notice the last
line in this quote: “This public proclamation
... was the last act of his life recorded in sa-
cred history.” If it were to be recorded for all to
read, what would you want your last and final
testimony to be?

Wednesday

ead the Punch Lines for this week and find

the passage that is speaking to your heart
today. Perhaps you have aspired to greatness
at times and need to be reminded that while
God’s desire is that you become great, you al-
ways remember what true greatness is. In light
of these passages, how would you define true
greatness? Think about someone you know who
is great, but also humble, and say a prayer of
thanks for them today.
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Thursday

Read 1 Peter 5:6.

N ebuchadnezzar’s lesson in humility taught
a lesson to the king: Humble yourself or be

humbled. Think about an area of your life that

you are really confident about. Practice humility

by asking someone else for advice or instruction /this Week,s reading* \

in an area of your strength. Prophets and Kings (or Royalty
and Ruin), chapter 42.

Area of strength:

*Royalty and Ruin is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get
more information about it at http://www.corerstoneconnections
.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books#
.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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