LESSON 3
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PREPARING TO TEACH

l. SYNOPSIS

The story of Peter and John healing the crippled
beggar provides a great launching pad for spiritual
conversations on a variety of topics. This healing story
is followed with an explanation that Peter preached to
the onlookers. Soon the Sanhedrin got involved and
before they knew it, Peter and John landed in jail.

The prison gave Peter the opportunity to testify
about Jesus. He explained, “Rulers and elders of the
people! If we are being called to account today for an
act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are
being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and
all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised
from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.
Jesus is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has
become the cornerstone.” Salvation is found in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:8-12, NIV).

Regardless of what direction you go with this les-
son, it is ultimately about Jesus. A natural emphasis for
this Bible passage might be on outreach and service.
Keep in mind that the whole narrative is triggered by
a service project that John and Peter did for the lame
man. Of course, the miracle of healing was performed
in the name and power of Christ. Another highlight that
merits emphasis is the importance of witnessing. The
text provides an ideal case study in how we ought to
share our faith. After all, the witnessing in the story is
based solely on Jesus—His death, resurrection, and
continuing presence through the Holy Spirit.
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Scripture Story: Acts 3; Acts 4:1-31.

Commentary: The Acts of the Apostles (or Unlikely Leaders),
chapter 6.

Key Text: Acts 4:13.

In presenting this lesson, take your cues from
Peter and John—just keep on talking about Jesus.
May it be said of you, as it was said of them, “and they
took note that these men had been with Jesus” (Acts
4:13, NIV).

Il. TARGET

The students will:

® Hear the story of men who changed the world
through Christ living in them. (Know)

® Sense the compassion that Jesus feels for all of
His children. (Feel)

® Be challenged to share the story of Jesus with
people who do not know Him. (Respond)

lIl. EXPLORE

Christian Behavior, Seventh-day Adventist Funda-
mental Beliefs, No. 22

We are called to be a godly people who think,
feel, and act in harmony with biblical principles in all
aspects of personal and social life (Gen. 7:2; Exod.
20:15; Lev. 11:1-47; Ps. 106:3; Rom. 12:1, 2; 1 Cor.
6:19, 20; 10:31; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 10:5; Eph. 5:1-21;
Phil. 2:4; 4:8; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; Titus 2:11, 12; 1 Peter
3:1-4; 1 John 2:6; 3 John 2).

TEACHING
I. GETTING STARTED

Activity
Refer the students to the What Do You Think?
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section of their lesson. After they have completed it,
discuss their responses.

As an alternate activity, use this scenario:

Divide your class into small groups. Give each
group the assignment of designing a seminar entitled
“How to Share Christ.” Each group should brainstorm
a list of as many ideas as possible. Then have the
students share their lists with the whole class while
you keep a master list. Put an asterisk next to the
ideas that at least some people in the class would be
willing to implement in the week ahead.

lllustration

In January 2008 a news story hogged the head-
lines about a 15-year-old girl in Australia named Demi-
Lee Brennan. Brennan became the world’s first-known
transplant patient to change blood types from O nega-
tive to O positive, taking on the immune system of her
organ donor. Initially, the doctors assumed someone
had made a mistake, because the assumption has
always been that a change like that can’t happen. Now
Demi-Lee is dubbed a “one-in-six-billion miracle.”

The blood stem cells in Brennan’s new liver
invaded her body’s bone marrow, taking over her
entire immune system. She now has an entirely dif-
ferent kind of blood—blood that welcomes life, rather
than carrying death. “It’s like my second chance at
life,” Demi-Lee says.

The story is one of good news—for Demi-Lee and
many others! The rare phenomenon now means that
she no longer has to take a cocktail of antirejection
drugs for the rest of her life. She is now a healthy teen-
ager who displays no signs of her ordeal—other than
the scar on her body.

Moreover, the success in her procedure gives
hope to the 1,800 desperate Australians awaiting a
similar transplant. The story is now the subject of
medical research being conducted around the globe.
Former head of Westmead'’s liver transplant unit, Dr.
Stuart Dorney, comments: “We now need to go back
over everything that happened to Demi and see why,
and if, it can be replicated.”

ll. TEACHING THE STORY

Bridge to the Story

Demi-Lee’s story is not unlike your story and mine.
We, too, have been offered a blood transplant—at
Calvary. Now our Savior, Jesus Christ, bears the scar

of our healing. Consequently, when we put our faith
in Jesus, He gives us life eternal. And that is the good
news!

Our lesson today tells about a miracle of healing.
But it is really about much more than just the healing of
the lame man that Peter and John performed in God’s
Spirit. This story is our story of where we, too, can find
life—in Jesus! It is a story we’ve got to share with oth-
ers. Our lives depend on it.

The lesson this week focuses on Peter. This is
the same apostle who wrote a letter to Christians
and described the world as full of “lewdness, lusts,
drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abomi-
nable idolatries” (1 Peter 4:3, NKJV). Then he adds,
“Of course, your old friends don’t understand why you
don’t join in with the old gang anymore. But you don’t
have to give an account to them. They’re the ones
who will be called on the carpet—and before God him-
self. Listen to the Message. It was preached to those
believers who are now dead, and yet even though they
died (just as all people must), they will still get in on the
life that God has given in Jesus” (1 Peter 4:4-6, The
Message).

Who doesn’t want in on “the life that God has
given in Jesus”? Sure, we may not fit into this world,
but who cares? Life with Jesus is the best way to live.

Peter practiced what he preached. He was not
intimidated in the least by the authorities that interro-
gated him for healing a crippled man. Then they threw
Peter in jail for withessing about Jesus. But He was
happy to “stick out” from the crowd for Christ!

Out of the Story for Teachers
After you read the Into the Story section with your
students, use the following in your own words to pro-
cess it with them.
® The lame man begged for money, but Peter gave
him something much more valuable —the use of
his legs. Have you ever asked God for help in
a small matter, only to be surprised by a much
grander answer to prayer than you could have
imagined? If so, share your story with the rest
of the class. Next, discuss the pros and cons of
this suggestion when it comes to prayer: “Ask
God for what you want, but don’t be surprised
when He gives you what you really need.”
® Note that the lame man went “into the temple
courts, walking and jumping, and praising God”
(Acts 3:8, NIV). Think about what it is that people
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get really excited about in our culture today. Con-
certs? Yes. Football games? Absolutely. Political
rallies? Sure. Church? Not so much. Why do you
suppose that is? Is it possible or even desirable
to try to replicate this lame man’s excitement in
church?

® Acts 3:10 tells us that people “were filled with
wonder and amazement at what had happened”
to the lame man. Would you characterize what
is happening today in the church as something
that sparks “wonder and amazement” in onlook-
ers? Why or why not? Are these same kinds
of miracles possible today? If so, why do they
occur so rarely?

® How do you respond when people grill you with
questions about your faith? What can you learn
from the way Peter responded to the leaders of
the Sanhedrin?

® Acts 4:13 speaks of the “courage of Peter and
John.” When it comes to witnessing for Jesus,
what might “courage” look like for you?

Sharing Context and Background

Use the following information to shed more light on
the story for your students. Share it in your own words.

In the ancient world it was often the custom for
beggars to sit at the entrance to the Temple. This was
a strategic location because when people are on their
way to worship God they are disposed to showing
compassion to those in need. So this scene of Peter
and John going to the Temple at the customary time
of prayer (3:00 p.m.) and encountering a crippled beg-

gar was a familiar one. What followed, of course, was
anything but ordinary.

Peter commanded the lame man, “In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6, NIV). In other
words, Peter was saying “by the authority of Jesus
. ..” This healing occurred through the power of the
Holy Spirit, not their own.

This miracle attracted a crowd, so Peter capital-
ized on the opportunity to share Jesus Christ. Notice
that Peter clearly presented his message by who
Jesus is, how the Jews rejected Him, why this rejec-
tion was deadly, and how they needed to respond to
set things right with God. Peter shared a message of
hope, emphasizing that it was not too late to accept
Jesus as their Messiah and Lord.

Peter then called them to repentance: “Repent,
then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,
and that he may send the Messiah, who has been
appointed for you—even Jesus” (Acts 3:19, 20, NIV).
Note that the result of repentance is that God will bless
you with a time of “refreshing.” As Hosea put it, “Let us
acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge
him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will
come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains
that water the earth” (Hosea 6:3, NIV). Would you like
to be refreshed? It is possible through repentance.

Peter and John then were called to testify before
the Jewish council, which was comprised of “the rul-
ers, the elders and the teachers of the law” (Acts 4:5,
NIV). This was the same council that had condemned
Jesus to death (see Luke 22:66). It had 70 members

Teaching From the Lesson

o Key Text
Invite students to share the Key Text with the
class if they have committed it to memory.

¢ Flashlight
Read the Flashlight statement, pointing out
that most of the time it is from the commentary
on this week’s story found in the book The Acts
of the Apostles. Ask what relationship they see
between the statement and what they have just
discussed from Out of the Story.

\_

Refer your students to the other sections of their lesson.

~

Punch Lines

Point out to your students the verses listed in their
lesson that relate to this week’s story. Have them
share the verse that spoke most directly to them
and allow them to explain why they chose it.

Further Insight
Ask them how the quote in Further Insight conveys
the point of the story in this lesson.
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Tips for Top-Notch Teaching

Teaching by Example

The most powerful way to teach students to
share their faith is to live an intentionally evan-
gelistic life. You can use the most advanced
teaching techniques in the world, but if you’re
not actually an active witness for Christ your-
self, your teaching will fall flat. The best way to
inspire students with the topic of this lesson is
to bring someone you have led to Christ and let
them share their testimony. Ask your friend to
tell of the difference Jesus has made in their life.
And don’t be surprised when your students take
note that you and your saved friend have been
with Jesus!

N O O O S e e e e e ey

plus the high priest. The majority of the group were
Sadducees. They were influential and wealthy men
of Jerusalem who did not believe in the Resurrection.
Thus, they were highly offended by Peter and John,
who “were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus
the resurrection of the dead” (Acts 4:2, NIV).
Nevertheless, members of the council were
amazed because they knew Peter and John to be
unschooled and yet they noticed what being with
Jesus had done for these two disciples (Acts 4:13).
Seeing the difference that Jesus makes in a person’s
life is at the heart of the most powerful testimonies.

lIl. CLOSING

Activity

Close with this activity and debrief it in your own
words.

Peter was a changed person after his time spent
with Jesus. Jesus’ presence and power had trans-

/

'"__________1\101 igavyd

formed his life. Discover Peter’s transformation by
comparing these two incidents.

Draw a Venn diagram on the board. Have volun-
teers indicate where the various people, events, or
things listed below should be placed in the Venn
diagram. Instruct them that only the things concern-
ing Jesus’ trial should be on the left and only the
things concerning Peter and John’s trial on the right.
All that these two events have in common should
be placed in the middle. Have the class read about

Jesus in front of the leaders in Matthew 26:57-74 and
about Peter and John in Acts 4:5-22.

Peter scribes

Jesus questionings

John Peter denied Jesus

Caiphas Peter proclaimed Jesus

chief priest Peter cursed and swore

elders Peter was full of the Holy Spirit

Say: Do you see the contrast? Almost everything
is the same except for Peter’s reaction. In one scene,
Peter is so afraid of consequences that he swears that
he does not know Jesus. In the other scene, he boldly
proclaims who Jesus is even though he knows there
will be consequences. If the leaders thought this was
the same scared Peter who denied Jesus and thought
that they could scare him this time, they were wrong!
Ask the class if there is a change that they would like
the Holy Spirit to make in them. Print or write the fol-
lowing on a piece of paper for each person.

From to .

Have each person fill in the blanks to indicate a
way in which they would like to be changed by the
Holy Spirit. For example, someone may put “From
neglecting my personal devotion to being consistent
with reading my Bible.” Let whoever is comfortable
share with the class. Close with prayer, asking God to
pour out His Spirit on all (include yourself) to change

everyone into who He would like them to be.

1“Girl's Change in Blood Type Deemed Miraculous,”
PreachingToday.com, https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/
2008/june/2060208.html

Remind the students about the reading plan that will take them through the
inspired commentary of the Bible, the Conflict of the Ages Series. The reading that
goes with this lesson is The Acts of the Apostles (or Unlikely Leaders), chapter 6.

www.cornerstoneconnections.net



