LESSON 2

CORNERSTONE C O\ MECTIONS

AN ES ST,

PREPARING TO TEACH

l. SYNOPSIS

This lesson focuses on the calling of Christ for us
to share the good news of salvation with those who
are far from God. Often this can be an intimidating
topic to teach and to motivate young people to put
into practice. After all, isn’t evangelism best left for the
professional evangelists?

To ease any anxiety you may be feeling and to
offer some perspective on the topic, consider the story
that Christian author Ken Davis tells of a girl named
Beth, aka “Space Cadet.” Ken admits, “She was the
ditziest blonde I’'ve ever seen in my life.” Nevertheless,
she responded to Ken’s challenge to be involved with
their campus youth program.

One evening, Ken revved up the students with an
evangelism pep talk. “You are God’s answer to reach
the lost students in your high school,” he preached.
“You have access. You have their ear. You have their
respect. You are their age. So go and reach your lost
friends for Jesus!”

Following the meeting Beth approached Ken. “Oh,
Pastor,” she sobbed, “l, um, ah, well, | want to share
Jesus with my friends, but, ah, | don’t know what to
say.”

“Relax,” Ken consoled. “Beth, God will tell you
what to say.”

Abruptly the tears stopped. “Oh,” she giggled,
SQKES

So Beth invited a friend to the youth meeting. Out-
fitted for battle, Beth carried a tract in her pocket that
explained the miracle of salvation. She was waiting for
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Scripture Story: Matthew 10; Mark 6:7-11; Luke 9:1-6.
Commentary: The Desire of Ages, chapter 37.
Key Text: Luke 9:1, 2.

that moment when she would whip it out and do that
thing we call “witness.”

On the way home Beth’s heart was pounding like
a spastic woodpecker. It was witness time! Casually
she asked her friend, “So, what did you think of the
meeting tonight?”

“Well,” her friend replied, “I liked it except for the
Jesus part.”

Ouch! Beth thought. It’s the Jesus part that I've
got in my pocket. Now what should | do?

Collecting her wits, Beth responded, “Why didn’t
you like the Jesus part?”

The question prompted a sordid testimony shad-
owed by shame. Wisely, Beth reckoned she would
save “witnessing” for later. Instead, she just shared
her story—which was also filled with guilt and pain;
but hers was punctuated with a sense of hope
because she knew that Jesus had completely for-
given her.

At the end of the conversation Beth introduced her
friend to Christ—without ever opening the pamphlet.

Her senior year in high school, Beth led seven kids
into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. And to
think, she never did know what to say!

How many “Beths” are in your youth group?

ll. TARGET

The students will:

* Learn about the calling that Christ extends to
His followers to share the gospel. (Know)

* Sense the heart of God for lost people. (Feel)

* Be challenged to share the gospel with those
who are far from God. (Respond)
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l1l. EXPLORE

The Remnant and Its Mission, Seventh-day
Adventist Beliefs, No. 13

The universal church is composed of all who
truly believe in Christ, but in the last days, a time of
widespread apostasy, a remnant has been called
out to keep the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus. This remnant announces the arrival of the
judgment hour, proclaims salvation through Christ,
and heralds the approach of His second advent. This
proclamation is symbolized by the three angels of
Revelation 14; it coincides with the work of judgment
in heaven and results in a work of repentance and
reform on earth. Every believer is called to have a per-
sonal part in this worldwide witness. (Dan. 7:9-14; Isa.
1:9; 11:11; Jer. 23:3; Micah 2:12; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Peter
1:16-19; 4:17; 2 Peter 3:10-14; Jude 3, 14; Rev. 12:17;
14:6-12; 18:1-4.)

TEACHING
|. GETTING STARTED

Activity

Refer the students to the What Do You Think?
section of their lesson. After they have completed it,
discuss their responses.

As an alternate activity, use this scenario:

Role-play the following scenario with your group:
You are a foreign exchange student from India. The
only religion you know is Hinduism. Now you’re stay-
ing in the home of Seventh-day Adventists. You find
it fascinating that Christians believe in heaven, not
reincarnation. You’d like to know more about what
Seventh-day Adventists believe.

Divide your class into small groups and have them
outline a study to share with you. What are they going
to say? How will they share their beliefs? Then bring
the groups together to present their study and explain
their beliefs to you. The purpose of this exercise is to
get the young people to think about their faith and how
to defend what they believe.

lllustration
Share the following stories in your own words:
Every year thousands of Seventh-day Adventist
young people volunteer to serve the poor, feed the
hungry, love the orphans, and share the gospel of
Jesus around the world. Often these volunteers will-
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ingly accept the harshest of circumstances—buggy
beds, violent weather, cold showers, bland food, and
miserably long and expensive flights—just to partici-
pate in a mission experience. Why would anyone trade
the cushy comforts of home for the difficulties inherent
in the mission field? Listen to an excerpt from just one
of hundreds of online testimonies from Seventh-day
Adventist young people:

“My experience in Ghana was one of the most
important experiences of my life. | knew that God took
me out there for a reason, and | am thankful because
| know what that reason was.

“When God called me and | accepted, | have seen
His hand working through me in very vivid ways. This
trip was no exception. God put me on that plane, flew
me for about 20 hours, and began to teach me my
mission. However, the process was not easy. | faced
trials and obstacles different from any | had ever faced
before. | encountered a culture foreign to my own. |
was completely ignorant about it, but once again, God
used me in spite of me!

“When | arrived in Ghana, | was clueless to all the
experiences | was going to encounter in that place. |
had no idea of the war zone | was about to step foot
into. However, God fought the battle for me, and was
victorious” (Manuel Arteaga, referring to a mission trip
with the Quiet Hour).

[l. TEACHING THE STORY

Bridge to the Story
Use the following discussion questions to follow
up Manuel’s mission experience:
Discussion questions:
* Why do you think young people would give up
their comfort to serve God in the mission field?
* Would an experience like this interest you?
Why or why not?
* What might you learn from this kind of experi-
ence?

Out of the Story for Teachers

After you read the Into the Story section with your
students, use the following in your own words to pro-
cess it with them. Split your class into three groups
and designate to each group one of the following
passages and assignments. (If your class is small,
simply choose one of the following assignments.)
After 15 minutes of working on the assignment, have
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each group share their final project with the class.

Read Luke 9:1-6: Challenge this first group to
create a seminar on how to win the world for Jesus.
Using the same principles Jesus taught His disciples
in Luke 9:1-6, have the group design and present a
course about witnessing. Instruct them to take their
training and techniques only from this passage.

Read Mark 6:7-11: Have this second group re-
create Mark 6:7-11 using pictures. Their assignment is
to pretend they are living in a cave shortly after Jesus
ascended to heaven but they want to preserve this
teaching of Jesus for all time, for all people, in all lan-
guages. Using a chalkboard or an easel pad, have them
communicate this entire passage by sketching it out.

Read Matthew 10: This third group is tasked
with the challenge of “selling” this calling of Christ to
Christians. Jesus clearly states they will be arrested
and persecuted and betrayed by their own family
members—even unto death. Tell the young people
they are working on Madison Avenue at an adver-
tising agency and their job is to brainstorm ways to
make people want to sign on for this unsavory task.

Sharing Context and Background

Use the following information to shed more light on
the story for your students. Share it in your own words.

Go to the lost sheep of Israel. Jesus clearly
directed His disciples where to preach this message:
“Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of
the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel”
(Matthew 10:5, 6, NIV).

In the Old Testament, God’s people were often

referred to as sheep and their leaders as shepherds
(see Ezekiel 34:2-16, etc.). In Jeremiah 50:6 God refers
to Israel as being “lost sheep.” Isaiah refers to those
who have drifted into sin as sheep that have gone
astray (see Isaiah 53:6). Jesus referred to Himself as
the Shepherd, leading the sheep of His fold (see John
10:1-16). Thus Jesus instructed His disciples to first
share the gospel with the Jews.

Preach: “The kingdom of heaven is near.”
Jesus called the disciples to “preach this message:
‘The kingdom of heaven is near.”” The term kingdom
of heaven is used 31 times in the New Testament but
only by Matthew. The other New Testament writers
prefer the term kingdom of God. The substitute of
“heaven” for “God” reflects the custom of the Jews in
Jesus’ day to avoid uttering the sacred name of God.

Jesus was continually teaching about the kingdom
of God (see Luke 4:43; 8:1). He introduced many of His
parables with the phrase “The kingdom of heaven is
like . ..” (see Matthew 13:24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47, NIV).
He taught His followers to pray for God’s kingdom to
come (Matthew 6:10).

Ellen G. White in The Desire of Ages offers insight-
ful commentary on this central theme of Jesus’ teach-
ing: “The kingdom of God comes not with outward
show. The gospel of the grace of God, with its spirit
of self-abnegation, can never be in harmony with the
spirit of the world. The two principles are antagonistic.
‘The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.’
1 Corinthians 2:14.

-

Teaching From . ..

* Key Text
Invite students to share the key text with the
class if they have committed it to memory.

* Flashlight
Read the Flashlight statement, pointing out
that most of the time it is from the commentary
on this week’s story found in the book The
Desire of Ages. Ask what relationship they see
between the statement and what they have
just discussed from Out of the Story.

\_

Refer your students to the other sections of their lesson.

~N

* Punch Lines
Point out to your students the verses
listed in their lesson that relate to this week’s
story. Have them share the verse that spoke
most directly to them and allow them to
explain why they chose it.

* Further Insight
Ask them how the quotes in Further Insight
convey the point of the story in this lesson.
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{ Tips for Top-Notch Teaching \‘l

| [

' How to Share Your Faith ~a

: Albert Cook offers these tips when teaching ‘

: young people how to share their faith: g

I * Learn a logical presentation of the gospel. (-~ ]

i * Invite others to confess their faith in Jesus. E

! * Practice your presentation. _p

: » Stay focused on salvation. 3

] + Go on evangelistic visits.

: » Have a definite period of training. £ /

: * Have attractive literature. |

I * Trust in God. :

I « Expect difficulty. 1

; « Follow up.* :

1 * Albert Cook, “Teaching Evangelism,” WRS Journal |

: 2, no. 2 (Aggust 1995): 25-28, at www.wrs.edu/Materials !
_for_Web_Site/Journals/2-2%20Aug-1995/Cook%20-%20 1

" Evangelism%20Training.pdf. ,i

N /
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“But today in the religious world there are multitudes

who, as they believe, are working for the establish-
ment of the kingdom of Christ as an earthly and
temporal dominion. They desire to make our Lord
the ruler of the kingdoms of this world, the ruler in its
courts and camps, its legislative halls, its palaces and
market places. . . . But He said, ‘My kingdom is not
of this world.” John 18:36. He would not accept the
earthly throne.

“Here is the only power that can work the uplifting
of mankind. And the human agency for the accom-
plishment of this work is the teaching and practicing
of the word of God” (pp. 509, 510).

Christ is looking for a people that has His character
and displays the love and care that He showed when
He walked the earth 2,000 years ago.

lIl. CLOSING

Activity

Close with an activity and debrief it in your own
words.

Equip your students with the tools they need to
share a gospel presentation—the essential verses they
can use when presenting the love of God to others. Go
through the verses with your group and have them put
the verses in their own words. For example, you could
share with them the Romans Road to Salvation—
Romans 3:10, Romans 3:23, Romans 5:12, Romans

6:23, Romans 5:8, 9, and Romans 10:9-13—and then
have them cross-reference their Bibles so they are
always prepared and confident to share the gospel when
an opportunity presents itself.

Summary

Share the following story in your own words:

“Arthur Burns, a Jewish economist of great influ-
ence in Washington during the tenure of several presi-
dents, was once asked to pray at a gathering of evan-
gelical politicians. Stunning his hosts, he prayed, ‘Lord,
| pray that Jews would come to know Jesus Christ.
And | pray that Buddhists would come to know Jesus
Christ. And | pray that Muslims would come to know
Jesus Christ.’

“And then, most stunning of all: ‘And Lord, | pray
that Christians would come to know Jesus Christ.””

In the end, evangelism is all about sharing Jesus
Christ. Of course, we cannot share Jesus Christ with
others if we do not know Him ourselves. In this light,
witnessing is nothing more than one friend telling
another friend about a Friend.

"Mark Buchanan, “Singing in the Chains,” Christianity Today,
February 2008, p. 33.

Remind the students about the reading plan that will take them through the\
inspired commentary of the Bible, the Conflict of the Ages Series. The reading that
goes with this lesson is The Desire of Ages (or Humble Hero),* chapter 37.

*A special adaptation, Humble Hero, has been created just for you by the Ellen
G. White Estate and the Pacific Press Publishing Association. Get more info about
it at www.cornerstoneconnections.net.

/
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LESSON 2

CORNERSTONECONNECTIONS

STUDENT LESSON

(Scripture Story: Mafthew 10; Mark 6:7-11; Luke 9:1-6.
Commentary: The Desire of Ages (or Humble Hero), chapter 37.

canii get’a witness?

“All over the field of Christ’s labor there were souls awakened to their need, and
hungering and thirsting for the truth. The time had come to send the tidings of His
love to these longing hearts. To all these the disciples were to go as His represen-
tatives. The believers would thus be led to look upon them as divinely appointed
teachers, and when the Savior should be taken from them they would not be left

without instructors” (The Desire of Ages, p. 351).

keytc,x_

“When Jesus had called the
Twelve together, he gave them
power and authority to drive out
all demons and to cure diseases,
and he sent them out to proclaim
the kingdom of God and to heal
the sick.” /

(Luke 9:1, 2, NIV)
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do you think?

Circle the top three reasons you think some Christian
teenagers are hesitant to share Christ with their friends:
They are afraid of rejection.
They don't see it as important.
They think Christianity is boring.
They feel embarrassed.
They don’t want to offend anyone.
They feel like hypocrites.
They are too busy.
They are too shy.
They believe that evangelism is the work of
pastors or evangelists.

Circle the top three ways you think represent
the most effective means to share Christ
with others.

Hand out gospel tracts.

Stand on a street corner and preach.

Always carry a Bible.

Live a good life.

Talk to my friends about Jesus.

Invite a friend to church.

Show kindness to others.

Wear clothes that display a Christian

message.

Hang out with nonreligious people.

Bring a friend to a social activity where

your church friends will be.
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did you
know?

vangelism
simply means
telling people
about the gospel.
We evangelize
when we tell someone
the gospel. It is not sharing opin-
ions, telling stories, sharing our
testimony, singing songs, etc. We
may tell the gospel through various
means, such as these, but the main thing
is the message, not the method” (Basic Christian
Doctrines 39:4, Faith BibleChurch, faithbibleonline.net).




punch lines

“Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: ‘God authorized and
commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far
and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all |
have commanded you. I'll be with you as you do this, day after day
after day, right up to the end of the age’” (Matthew 28:18-20,
The Message).

“After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee preach-

ing the Message of God: ‘Time’s up! God’s kingdom

is here. Change your life and believe the Message’”
(Mark 1:14, 15, The Message).

“The righteous care about justice for the poor,
but the wicked have no such concern” (Prov-
erbs 29:7, NIV).

“Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As
the Father has sent me, | am sending you’”
(John 20:21, NIV).

“Some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God” (Psalm 20:7, NIV).

further

“In the training of the
disciples the example
of the Savior's life was

far more effective than any

mere doctrinal instruction.”

—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 349,
350.

“The love of Christ, manifested

in unselfish ministry, will be more
effective in reforming the evildoer
than will the sword or the court of justice.”

—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 350, 351.
25
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connectingtolife

e |s it possible to access that same “power and
authority” of Jesus today? If so, how?

Tuesday
Read Isaiah 6:8.

uoted in the Flashlight section is this state-
Q ment: “All over the field of Christ’s labor
there were souls awakened to their need, and
hungering and thirsting for the truth.” Spend
time in prayer and ask God to reveal to you any
friends or family members you may know who
are “hungering and thirsting” for truth. Write
their names on your prayer list.

Next, prayerfully consider how God might want
to use you to share the gospel with the people
on your list.

Wednesday

R ead the two passages in the Punch Lines
section that come from The Message

paraphrase. Now choose one of the remaining

verses from Punch Lines and translate it into

contemporary language similar to what Eugene

Peterson did with The Message.
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Thursday

Read Philippians 1:20.

c onsider this observation from Becky Pip-
pert: “Christians and non-Christians have

something in common. We're both uptight

about evangelism. Christians are afraid of

offending. Non-Christians are afraid of being

assaulted!”

Would you agree or disagree with Becky? Why?
What is your biggest fear in sharing your faith?

What is the worst thing that could happen if you (thls Week’s readlng*

took a risk and told someone about Jesus? Is The Desire of Ages (or Humble
the risk worth it? Hero), chapter 37.

A special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, entitled Humble Hero,

has been created just for you by the White Estate and the Pacific

Press Publishing Association. Get more info about it at: www

.cornerstoneconnections.net. By following this plan you will read
\atleast one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year. J
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